
Excalibur by Kristine Kathryn Rusch: A
Comprehensive Analysis
Kristine Kathryn Rusch's Excalibur is a science fiction novel that reimagines
the classic Arthurian legend in a futuristic setting. The novel tells the story
of Gwen, a young woman who is chosen to wield the legendary sword
Excalibur and lead her people against an invading alien force.
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Excalibur is a complex and thought-provoking novel that explores the
nature of power, destiny, and the human condition. Rusch's writing is sharp
and insightful, and she creates a vivid and believable world that draws the
reader in from the very first page.

Themes

One of the central themes of Excalibur is the nature of power. The novel
explores the different ways that people can use power, both for good and
for evil. Gwen, for example, is a powerful leader who uses her power to
protect her people and fight for what is right. However, the novel also
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shows how power can corrupt, and how even good people can be tempted
to use it for their own selfish ends.

Another important theme in Excalibur is destiny. The novel follows Gwen's
journey as she comes to terms with her destiny as the wielder of Excalibur.
Gwen initially resists her destiny, but she eventually comes to embrace it
and use her power to fight for what she believes in.

Finally, Excalibur is also a novel about the human condition. The novel
explores the human capacity for both good and evil, and how even the
most ordinary people can rise to the occasion and make a difference in the
world.

Characters

Gwen is a complex and well-developed character. She is a strong and
capable leader, but she is also flawed and vulnerable. Gwen's journey of
self-discovery is one of the most compelling aspects of the novel.

The other characters in Excalibur are also well-drawn and believable.
Lancelot is a charming and charismatic knight, but he is also reckless and
impulsive. Merlin is a wise and powerful wizard, but he is also enigmatic
and mysterious.

Literary Devices

Rusch uses a variety of literary devices to create a vivid and believable
world in Excalibur. These devices include:

* Symbolism: The novel is full of symbolic imagery, such as the sword
Excalibur, which represents power and destiny. * Foreshadowing: Rusch



uses foreshadowing to hint at future events, such as the coming of the alien
invasion. * Irony: The novel also uses irony to create a sense of tension
and suspense.

Excalibur is a gripping and thought-provoking science fiction novel that
explores the nature of power, destiny, and the human condition. Rusch's
writing is sharp and insightful, and she creates a vivid and believable world
that draws the reader in from the very first page. Excalibur is a must-read
for any fan of science fiction or fantasy.

About the Author

Kristine Kathryn Rusch is a prolific and award-winning science fiction and
fantasy writer. She has written over 100 novels and short stories, and her
work has been translated into more than 20 languages. Rusch is known for
her strong female characters and her thought-provoking exploration of
social and political issues.
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Moon, Virginia....
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In the realm of survivalism, medical knowledge stands as a paramount
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