
Backpacking Washington: A journey from
Volcanic Peaks to Rainforest Valleys
Washington state is a backpacker's paradise, with a diverse landscape that
offers endless possibilities for adventure. From towering volcanic peaks to
lush rainforest valleys, there are trails for all levels of hikers. Whether
you're looking for a challenging multi-day trek or a leisurely day hike,
Washington has something to offer everyone.

In this article, we'll take you on a backpacking journey through Washington,
from the volcanic peaks of the Cascade Mountains to the rainforest valleys
of the Olympic Mountains. We'll provide detailed trail descriptions, helpful
tips and gear recommendations to ensure you have a safe and enjoyable
trip.
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The Cascade Mountains are a range of volcanic peaks that runs through
Washington state. These mountains are home to some of the most popular
backpacking trails in the state, including Mount Rainier, Mount St. Helens,
and Glacier Peak.

Mount Rainier is the highest peak in Washington, and it offers a variety of
challenging backpacking trails. The most popular trail is the Wonderland
Trail, a 93-mile loop that circumnavigates the mountain. Other popular trails
include the Sunrise to Paradise Trail, a 6-mile hike that offers stunning
views of the mountain, and the Emmons Glacier Trail, a 10-mile hike that
leads to the base of the Emmons Glacier.

Mount St. Helens is another popular backpacking destination in
Washington. This volcano erupted in 1980, and it remains one of the most
active volcanoes in the United States. There are several trails that lead to
the summit of Mount St. Helens, but the most popular is the Monitor Ridge
Trail, a 5-mile hike that offers stunning views of the crater.

Glacier Peak is a lesser-known backpacking destination in Washington,
but it offers some of the most beautiful scenery in the state. The trail to
Glacier Peak is a 12-mile hike that leads through a variety of terrain,
including forests, meadows, and glaciers. The summit of Glacier Peak
offers panoramic views of the surrounding mountains and valleys.

Rainforest Valleys

The Olympic Mountains are a range of mountains located on the Olympic
Peninsula in Washington state. These mountains are home to some of the
most beautiful rainforest valleys in the world. The Hoh Rainforest is one of
the most popular backpacking destinations in the Olympic Mountains. This



rainforest is home to a variety of plants and animals, including towering
trees, giant ferns, and a variety of birds and mammals.

There are several trails that lead through the Hoh Rainforest, but the most
popular is the Hoh River Trail, a 17-mile hike that follows the Hoh River.
Other popular trails include the Quinault Rain Forest Loop Trail, a 6-mile
hike that leads through a variety of forest types, and the Staircase Rapids
Trail, a 4-mile hike that leads to a beautiful waterfall.

Backpacking Tips

Here are a few tips to help you plan your backpacking trip to Washington:

Choose the right trail for your fitness level and experience. There are
trails for all levels of hikers in Washington, so it's important to do your
research and choose a trail that is appropriate for you.

Pack light. Backpacking is a lot more fun when you're not carrying a
heavy pack. Only bring the essentials, and consider leaving behind
non-essential items like a camp stove or a book.

Be prepared for all types of weather. Washington's weather can be
unpredictable, so it's important to be prepared for rain, snow, wind, and
sun. Bring layers of clothing, a rain jacket, and a hat.

Leave no trace. Pack out everything you pack in, and be respectful of
the environment. Don't litter, and don't damage plants or animals.

Gear Recommendations

Here are a few gear recommendations for backpacking in Washington:



A backpack with a comfortable fit. Your backpack should be able to
hold all of your gear, but it should also be comfortable to wear for long
periods of time.

Hiking boots with good ankle support. Hiking boots are essential for
protecting your feet and ankles on the trail.

A sleeping bag rated for the coldest temperatures you'll be hiking in. A
sleeping bag will keep you warm at night, so it's important to choose
one that is rated for the coldest temperatures you'll be hiking in.

A sleeping pad. A sleeping pad will provide insulation and comfort
when you're sleeping on the ground.

A tent. A tent will protect you from the elements and provide you with a
place to sleep.

A camp stove. A camp stove will allow you to cook food and boil water.

A water bottle or hydration pack. It's important to stay hydrated on the
trail, so make sure you have a way to carry water with you.

Backpacking Washington is an unforgettable experience. With its towering
volcanic peaks, lush rainforest valleys, and stunning scenery, Washington
has something to offer every backpacker. Whether you're looking for a
challenging multi-day trek or a leisurely day hike, Washington has
something to offer everyone.

So what are you waiting for? Start planning your backpacking trip to
Washington today!
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